Bath County
Elementary Bands!
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“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.”

- Plato
Melinda G. Hooker- Band Director

Expectations of an Elementary Band Member


Each student is a representative of our school and is expected to exemplify respectful behavior at all times.  Each student is expected to follow directions, to be punctual and to be respectful of one another’s time.  It is also expected that students be willing to give and receive help from one another in a caring and professional manner.  Lastly, all school rules and expectations apply to any and all band activities whether the band is on or off school grounds.

Attendance Policy


Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances.  Band students may not miss band class if they forget their instrument or if they need to complete make up work, take a test etc.  All band students are expected to be in class whenever it is scheduled.  The band director must approve absences PRIOR to any missed performance.  There will be occasional practices after school.  You will be given notice well before the after school practice so that you will be able to plan your schedule accordingly.  As an elementary band member, you will be expected to attend winter and spring concerts.  There may also be times throughout the year when the band is asked to perform at certain community events.  Always listen carefully in class for any schedule changes etc.  A current schedule of band events/performances is always available at our band website http://www.bath.k12.va.us/bchs/bchsband/SitePages/Home.aspx.  There will also be pictures on the website from concerts etc.  In addition, there is a high school band facebook page where pictures and events will be posted.  You can “like” the page at http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Bath-County-High-School-Band/167703426573714.

The only excused absences are illness, doctor’s appointment, death in the family and school sponsored event.  If a student does not show up to a performance, his/her current grade will be lowered an entire letter grade (for example: an E would become an S or an S would become a U).  The letter grade can only be made up by writing a report on a specified composer. In order to participate in the annual end of the year trip to Kings Dominion (approx. $50.00 per person), students must attend both the winter and spring concerts and be well behaved throughout the year. Any student receiving a discipline referral during the 4th nine weeks will not be allowed to participate in the Kings Dominion trip.  Attendance at concerts is critical!  A concert is equivalent to a final exam- any concert missed will require a 2 page typed report on a classical composer to remain in band class.  The exam is a culmination of all work completed in the classroom.    

Instrument Inspections


Each student must have the following materials with their instrument:


Flutes: cleaning rod and handkerchief, pencil


Clarinets and Saxes: cork grease, swab and two extra reeds, pencil


Bassoon:  cleaning swab and one extra reed, pencil


Brass:  mouthpiece brush, valve oil, slide grease, pencil


Percussion: drum key, sticks, pencil

Anyone using a school owned instrument will be required to pay for any repairs made on that instrument.  This will keep our used instruments in good, working order throughout the school year.  At NO TIME should anyone use, touch or perform on another student’s instrument.  Use of a school owned instrument must be approved by the director.

Practice Records


Every elementary band student will be required to complete two hours of home practice weekly.  Each fifth grade student will be required to get a signed practice record (located in front of book).  The practice record is to be turned in to the band director on the first band day of each week.  The practice record must have the amount of practice time and a parent’s signature.  All sixth and seventh grade band members will be given a weekly playing test to assess home practice.  Home practice is essential to the success of every child.  Students must complete homework for band class just as they complete homework for subjects such as math or English. 

Schedule

Elementary band will hold the following schedule:


Millboro Elementary School- Tuesday and Thursday





5th Grade – 9:50-10:25AM
6th Grade – 9:05-9:40AM 
7th Grade – 8:30-9:05AM 

Valley Elementary School- Monday and Wednesday  

(Friday after football season) 
5th grade- 8:40-9:20AM 
6th grade- 10:00-10:40AM
7th grade- 9:20-10:00AM
Grading Policy

E= Excellent

S= Satisfactory

N= Needs Improvement

U= Unsatisfactory

If a student comes prepared to class daily, participates 100% and turns in a weekly practice record, he/she will receive an Excellent.  If a student consistently forgets his/her instrument, a call will be made home to the parent and a there will be a discussion as to whether or not the student should continue in band class.  Every student must have their instrument every day he/she has band class in order for the student and 

the band to be successful.  

Uniform


The dress for all concerts will be slacks, dress or skirt.  No jeans, shorts, tennis shoes etc.  This is a professional performance and our students should dress appropriately.   There is NO specific color for performance outfits.
Ensembles to be offered


Elementary Band students have the opportunity to join and audition for several ensembles throughout the year.  


All Area Band: All area band is by audition only.  If interested, you will be given audition music in September.  Scales and sight-reading are also required in the audition.  Sixth, seventh and eighth graders may audition for the middle school ensemble.  The middle all area band will be made up of the top students who audition from the following school divisions- Highland, Bath, Rockbridge, Alleghany and Covington.  Auditions will be held in November.  

All District Band:
All district band is much the same as all area except it is a step further.  It includes students in our entire district.  The audition will only include scales and sight-reading in addition to a prepared piece.  The auditions for all district band will occur in early December. 

High School Band Auditions:  Auditions are required for the high school drumline and color guard.  Auditions will occur for color guard in February of the seventh grade year and drumline tryouts will occur in the spring.

Supplies and Repairs


Supplies such as reeds, oils etc. may be purchased from the band director.  All reeds are $1.00 each.  These reeds are intended for emergency use only.  Please make every effort to purchase a box of reeds from your local music store so that our supply does not diminish quickly.  Valve oil and corkgrease sell for $3.00.


Star City Music out of Roanoke takes care of all our school repairs.  If your instrument is in need of repair, Star City makes a trip to our area approximately every two weeks to pick up and drop off repairs.  In emergency cases, they will UPS instruments back to our school.  Star City Phone Number---540-772-7722 or www.starcitymusic.com 
Should you have questions of any kind, please email me at melindah@bath.k12.va.us !

_____________________________________________________________________

Please sign below indicating that both you and your parents have read and agree to all items in the Elementary Band Handbook.  Once the agreement is read and signed, you are responsible for all information in the handbook.  Please detach this section and return it promptly to the band director.

I have read and agree to all statements found in the Elementary Band Handbook.

Student Signature:
__________________________________

Parent Signature:
__________________________________

